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Acknowledgement of Country

The Berry Street School acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples as the Traditional Custodians of the 
lands, skies, and waterways across Australia. We pay our 
deepest respects to Elders resting in the dreamtime, and to the 
Elders of today, who will continue to care, protect and nurture 
Traditional Lands that we gather on to learn and connect.

Berry Street has learnt that connection to Countries, cultures 
and communities facilitates pride in identity, resilience and 
healing. We also acknowledge the diversity present in each 
community and between communities. We are committed  
to supporting Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students  
to connect to their heritages, languages, storytelling,  
dreaming and songlines.

The Berry Street School acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander cultures date back 60,000 years and that 
sovereignty has never been ceded. We recognise that we 
operate on stolen land and recognise the impact invasion 
and colonisation has had and continues to have on people, 
land, seas and skies. We will remain committed to ensuring 
that all staff and students understand our true history as an 
organisation and nation.

It always was and always will be Aboriginal land.
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Artist statements

These artworks were produced by Ballarat students 
under guidance from local Wadawurrung artist 
Jenna Oldaker of Murrup Art, in recognition of 
National Reconciliation Week 2024.

Jenna introduced 
students to a variety of 
Wadawurrung visual 
symbols, which inspired the 
creation of the paintings of 
the 1. Water Hole, 2. Bunjil 
and Stars and 3. Footprints 
and Witchety Grub.

Among the contributing 
artists were indigenous 
students, Marley Kennedy-
Slater (Wiradjuri) and a 
Year 9 Aboriginal Student, 
whose creative input helped 
shape the final pieces.

1. Water Hole

2. Bunjil and Stars
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Our vision for reconciliation

Berry Street’s vision for reconciliation is “an Australia 
where Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children 
and families have the same life opportunities as all 
Australians.”

The Berry Street School is committed to providing a culturally safe 
learning environment that teaches truth-telling. Our priority is to 
ensure that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander voices are heard, 
valued, respected and influential.

We will respectfully embed Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
cultures within our learning spaces and local communities, ensuring 
pride in identify flourishes and the longest living continuous cultures 
are celebrated.
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Vision actions

To reach our vision for reconciliation we are committed to:

Cultural safety

Anti-racism  

and allyship

Establishing and 

maintaining relationships 

with community

Cultural learning for all 

students and staff

Celebrating Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander cultures 

all year

Prioritising voice and agency 

of Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander peoples.
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Our RAP Working Group

The Berry Street School’s RAP Working Group includes:

Chair: Katharine Smith 
 Assistant Principal Teaching and Learning

With support  

from: Wade Mahoney 
 Director Aboriginal Practice and Partnership

Principal: Rebecca Robinson

Staff: Bethany Taylor Maxwell Affleck  
 Ebony Joachim Melanie Stone   
 Eliza Kramer Melinda Patterson 
 Meredith Barclay Kuiy Jiath  
 Nadine Ogilvie Rachael Coulbourn  
 Gabrielle Lombardozzi 
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About us

Berry Street believes children, young people and families should be 
safe, hopeful and thriving. Berry Street is committed to achieving 
this vision through working with and alongside the people who 
use our services to address their trauma, repair relationships and 
strengthen their identity.

The Berry Street School is a specialist, independent secondary 
school established in 2003. The school operates to educate children 
with a history of adverse childhood experiences who are at risk of 
disengaging from their education. The school adopts a trauma-
informed approach to teaching and learning by implementing the 
Berry Street Education Model and puts the needs of our students at 
the centre of everything we do.

The Berry Street School’s vision is to create and sustain a safe and 
inclusive learning community where our students have access to a 
high-quality education so they can thrive, achieve and belong.
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Our campuses

The Berry Street School has four campuses. They include:

Ballarat Campus

Wadawurrung Country 
11-13 Yarrowee Street 
Sebastopol VIC 3356

03 5330 5000 
ballaratcampus@berrystreet.org.au

Morwell Campus

Gunaikurnai Country 
58 – 62 Commercial Road 
Morwell VIC 3840

03 5120 2590 
morwellcampus@berrystreet.org.au

Narre Warren Campus

Bunurong Country 
17 Cranbourne Road 
Narre Warren VIC 3805

03 9239 1480 
narrewarrencampus@berrystreet.org.au

Shepparton Campus

Yorta Yorta Country 
54 Reedy Swamp Road 
Shepparton VIC 3630

03 5822 8191 
sheppartoncampus@berrystreet.org.au
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